
Music lyrics
Analyzing Name: ________________________________

Class:  ________________________________

Date:  ________________________________

Theme:  What message does this song convey? 

Connection
What are some specific examples of 

how this message is relevant in today’s world: 
to your life, in your school, in your 
community, or in your country or world?

Re-Title it!
What is an appropriate alternate title 

for this song? Why?
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Song Title:  __________________________   Artist:  ___________________________

Directions:  Answer each of the following questions carefully, thoughtfully, 
and completely after reflecting upon and reviewing the lyrics of this song.

1

2

3

Author’s Purpose
What purpose or agenda 

do you think the songwriter had 
in mind when composing these 
lyrics? Explain your thinking. 
Draw upon historical, political, 
or social events of the time 
period in your reflection.

4 Music’s Influence
Do you think young people who listen to this song 

would be influenced by it? Could it sway their beliefs, 
words, or actions? Also, do songwriters have a 
responsibility to use their platforms for positive change? 
Explain.

Favorite Line: Doodle your favorite lyric below.

5

6



Music lyrics
A

nalyzing
N

am
e: ________________________________

Class:  ________________________________

D
ate:  ________________________________

Identify:  In
the

m
argins,m

ake annotations (color-coded, if possible) of the exam
ples of literary devices used in this song: sim

iles, m
etaphors, 

personification, sym
bolism

, sound devices, etcetera. Then, explain how
 the figurative language in this song adds a deeper layer of m

eaning.

Symbolism
D

raw
 a m

eaningful  im
age or sym

bol 
from

 this song.

Identifying Poetic Features
9.  Find your favorite line

in the poem
. D

raw
 a starnext to it.

10.N
ow

, find your favorite stanza. Put brackets around it. { } or [ ]

11.Look for a rhym
ing couplet. U

nderline
it! 

12.Identify a quatrain. Put a  box  around it.

13. Label the rhym
e schem

e
of the first 3 stanzas in the right  m

argin.

14. Consider the rhythm
/beatof this poem

/song. Identify a stanza that has a sm
ooth rhythm

 by 
putting a sm

iley face J
next to it. Then, explain: How

 are syllables and the alternation of 
strong/w

eak beats used to establish this rhythm
?

15. Identify the M
O

O
D

 and TO
N

E of this song.  M
O

O
D

:_____________   TO
N

E:________________   
N

ow
, highlight or circle w

ords that contribute to the m
ood in a color that sym

bolizes that 
adjective.

Song Title:  __________________________   A
rtist:  ___________________________

Directions:  Answ
er each of the follow

ing questions carefully, thoughtfully, 
and com

pletely after reflecting upon and review
ing the lyrics of this song.
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erincampbell
Sticky Note
The feeling that a piece evokes in the reader (ex: creepy, spooky, euphoric, sorrowful, joyful etc.)

erincampbell
Sticky Note
How the author feels about a subject he or she is writing about. Different aspects of the piece such as sentence structure, the words  and punctuation that are used will alter the tone that is being conveyed.  For example, shorter sentences sometimes conveys a tone of annoyance where longer ones might convey a tone of lack of confidence or anxiety 

erincampbell
Sticky Note
It might help you to read the poem/song out loud.  Listen to your voice and you read the various lines. Do they all contain the same number of syllables?  Is there an alternating pattern?  Think about where the emphasis is put on the syllables when you say them.  




